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ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ACDA-12 10-14 DLOS-09 CIAE-00 PM-05 
H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 OES-07 EUR-12 /126W 

101130 010018Z/41 

R 302226Z JAN 78 

FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6838 
INFO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
DIA WASHDC 
USCINCSO 

UNCLAS SAN SALVADOR 00468 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PBOR, PEPR, ES, AR, Cl 

SUBJECT: CHILEAN AMBASSADOR IN EL SALVADOR CONVOKES MEETING 
ON BEAGLE CHANNEL DISPUTE 

1 . CHILEAN AMBASSADOR TORRES DE LA CRUZ INVITED AN 
UNKNOWN NUMBER OF HIS DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES TO A 
JANUARY 30 MEETING TO SET FORTH TO THEM "THE MORE 
IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF THE PRESENT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
CHILE AND ARGENTINA AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE ARBITRAL 
DECISION HANDED DOWN BY HER BRITISH MAJESTY ISABEL II 
ON APRIL 18, 1977." 

2. APPARENTLY NOT ALL LOCAL AMBASSADORS RECEIVED 
INVITATIONS. BRITISH AMBASSADOR WAS INVITED BUT IN 
VIEW OF SPECIAL RELEVANCE THIS MATTER TO HMG DECIDED 
HE SHOULD NOT ATTEND. 

3. PRESENT AT MEETING WERE AMBASSADORS FROM 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. GUATEMALA, PARAGUAY, PERU, 

UNITED STATES AND SPAIN. REPRESENTED AT CHARGE 
D'AFFAIRS OR LOWER LEVEL WERE JAPAN, NICARGUA, 
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PANAMA AND VENEZUELA. 

4. CHILEAN AMBASSADOR PERSONALLY CONDUCTED MEETING 
AND WITH AN IMPRESSIVE ARRAY OF MAPS.CHARTS, AND 
BOOKLETS DESCRIBED ANTECEDENTS OF THE PROBLEM, 

DEVELOPMENTS OVER THE YEARS, BRITISH ARBITRAL DECISION, 

ARGENTINE SUBSEQUENT PROPOSALS AND CHILEAN REACTION 
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THERETO, EXCHANGES OF RECENT DIPLMATIC NOTES ON THE 
SUBJECT, AND PRESENT STATE OF PLAY. ALTHOUGH NET 
EFFECT WAS TO CAST CHILE'S POSITION IN LIGHT MORE 
FAVORABLE THAN THAT OF ARGENTINA, PRESENTATION WAS 
MADE IN AN OBJECTIVE AND DISPASSIONATE MANNER WHICH 
DID EDUCATE MANY OF THOSE PRESENT AS TO THE HISTORICAL 
AND GEOGRAPHIC FACTORS INVOLVED. 
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